
     

      

     February 14th is Valentineõs Day.  More cards, candy and flowers are 

probably bought on this day than on any other day of the year.  Most of the 

sales will be during the evening of February 13th and on the 14th when those 

who have waited until the last minute rush to stores to buy for that special 

someone (sound familiar?).  Itõs probably also true that the words, òI love 

you,ó are spoken more (verbally or written) on this day than on any other.  

However it is celebrated, Valentineõs Day warms our hearts in the last cold 

month of winter when the busyness of our lives is put on hold in order to focus 

our attention on the one we love. 

     According to the calendar, Valentineõs Day comes only once a year, but 

every day should be special with those we love.  Unfortunately, this is not the 

case with many couples.  Life happens and the responsibilities of the òday to 

dayó cause us to lose focus.  We donõt say, òI love you,ó as often as we 

should or do the special things that are necessary to keep love alive.  Days 

turn into weeks, months and years, and before we realize it, the love that was 

once so warm and real becomes a cold fa­ade.  But, it doesnõt have to end 

there.  There is hope. 

     The answer is found in the greatest love story ever written, the Bible, spe-

cifically in Ephesians 5:22-33.  If our marriages are patterned after the rela-

tionship of Christ and His Church (His Bride), our love will 

not diminish, but will become stronger and stronger.  If we seek 

to imitate Christ, the result will be true authentic love. 

     It is my prayer that each  of you will experience the width, 

length, height and depth of the love of Christ.  Thank you for 

loving our children.  Have a very special Valentineõs Day and 

a blessed 2010. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
  Chairman: 

   Jerry Chitwood 

  Co-Chairman: 

   T. Dwight Spivey 

      Alton Childers  

      David Salmons 

      Ken Hudson 

      Barbara McGirt 

      Tony Stone 

      Ken Barnett 

      Debbie Hudson 

      David Kimbarell 

      David Shoemake 

      Billy Stockton, Sr. 

Gwen Walker 

Volume 4     Issue 2 February          2010 

Progress Levels 
 

Shannon A.           Level 5 

Chassity M.          Level 5  

Kayla V.               Level 5   

Destiny H.            Level 4 

Tiesha B.              Level 4 
 

 

 

Our level system reflects progress in 

character, conduct and maturity.  

Level 5 is the highest level! 
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   Pastor Dale Clark of the Grantsboro 

Church of God sent $200 for Christ-

mas.  He wrote, ñHere is a gift of love 

from our children to your children.  

They took up a special offering be-

tween Sunday School and morning 

worship and we thank God for those 

who gave.  We hope this gift of love 

will bring your children a happy 

Christmas.  The church and our chil-

dren love you and hope you have a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.ò 

   Thank you, Pastor Clark, and your 

great congregation for remembering 

our children.  May God bless you! 

 

We Can Use Your Help!! 

    When I arrived in September 2008, Oak cottage was closed because of water 

problems.  The drains had collapsed under the slab floor.  The funds were not 

available for the repairs, until I received a call from a couple who told me that 

God wanted them to donate $150,000 to refurbish the cottage.  After getting 

estimates, we contracted the work.  We are nearing completion of the project; 

however, an unexpected problem has just developed which will increase the 

cost by approximately $7,000.  We are continuing with the project, but ask that 

you pray for God to prompt someone to help us with the additional expenses.  

Anything donated for this project will be used specifically for the project.  We 

believe God will supply the need.  Our plans are to dedicate this cottage at our 

March board meeting.  We invite you to come and see what God is doing. 

Thank You, Charles A. Cannon Charitable Trust  
     The Magnolia cottage is one of our oldest buildings and has a full basement.  We were having problems with water coming 

into the basement and causing mold, which affected the quality of life for residents and staff.  We requested a grant from the 

Charles A. Cannon Charitable Trust and was awarded $50,000.  The water proofing phase began on Tuesday, January 19.  It is 

raining as I write this on January 21, but the work was far enough along that the basement is dry.  To date, they have blocked in 

the windows, put in French drainage system, directed all gutter drains to a ditch, triple sealed the basement walls and covered 

the drainage system.  There is more to do, but ñpraise the Lordò the basement is dry.  A special thank-you goes out to Ron Huff-

stetler and his crew for working so hard.   

     Charles A. Cannon loved this Home and was instrumental to its beginning.  His Charitable Trust continues to bless the Home 

and we are so grateful.  Thank you, Joe Hunter, Secretary, Charles A. Cannon Charitable Trust for your continued support.  


